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“DEAR MOTHER & 8. A ee 

| “RECIEVED YOUR LETTER YESTERDAY AND. GLAD To HERE THAT. EVERYONE 

TANT 38 TENE! Ti 

is OK AND HAVEING ry BIG ‘Thies IT SEEMS THAT AUNT. 18 PLENTY 
PERG IA Put) SAAS 


i “BUSY WITH THE TWO JOBS aut SUSPOSE SHE 1s HAPPY FOR THE 
“WORE SHE HAS. TO 00 THE BETTER SHE SEEMS TO BE ‘SATISFIED, 


ie eer: tee e : ae 


Pops SUSPOSE SHE 18 ALSO. BRINIG IN THE DOUGH T00. 


Tie Gee oe oa , RSME 2a 


aS v ‘TOLD You ‘BEFORE BROCK 18 ALRIGHT. AND FOR nny HE 


bee 
, Pig? - Peay 
we sea: $P%5- Nice hoe yaad ke 1 


Tees AFTER HE WAS. iN THE. HOSPITAL AND | HE SatD aia WASENT " 
ANYTHING TO in. AND THAT HE WOULD BE. OUT IN A DAY OR TWO BUT 


“17 OLOENT GET WELL as quick’ “AS He was EXPECTING. ALL be 
KREW 1S” WHAT HE ToLo ME “AND. TOO ! was WRITEING ON A POST. 
GARD AND DIDENT™ HAVE THE ROOM TO TO 0 INTO ‘DETAILS. 1 OOW'T 
KNOW WHY YOU HADENT HEARD FROM ‘BROCK FOR HE. SAID HE HAD 


2 
e 


met WR TEN YOU SEVERAL. TIMES. SO DON'T WORRY FOR ANY. THAT MIGHT 


HAPPEN YOU WILL HERE ABOUT IT AND IT WILL BE STRIGHT AS” 
IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN. 

THE SCHOOL HAS BEEN CLOSED SO DON'T SUSPOSE I WILL GET 
TO BINISH. IT MIGHT BE THAT THEW HILLS START IT SOMETIMES : 
=e ies its epee Ne: at Bai Boe Pe ee cg wees ra pre 


TO FINTSH tT. |b AM_IN THE ELECTRICAL SHOP NOW WHICH IS 


VERY INTERESTING. 
1 WAS TALKING TO MRS CADY & EMERSON THE OTHER DAY AND 
_ THEY WERE TICKLED. TO DEATH OVER THE LETTERS FROM YOU, AVA 
AND AUNT BABE. URS WALL TOOK SOME PICTURES THE LAST TIME 3 
“WE WERE DOWN AND SHE SAID THAT SHE WOULD SEND YOU ONE OR 
“MORE, SO YOU oA BE LOOKING FOR THEM. | GOT A CARD FROM 


| MRS CABY YESTERDAY WANT ING BETTY AND | TO COME DOWN AND 


} 
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HOD YAALYAL ot 
VE DINNER WITH HER, SHE SAID WE ROME es Po ae DELIGHT 


A RASC 


WH CH 1S MY FAVORIET- he 1S GETTING are ONE. ok nee whet 
SUOYRSVS TAHT SA ati OT GA JO ar YAG Aste ay 83 tou RUDY meds A 
SO iT VAIGHT BE THAT WE CAN a HOPE SO gS bait ea THINK K 
VARIG Of TMUA. TAHT chide. TI IMIT O16 A OUI3VAH CHA No ol 
CAN GET A PASS FOR: ITS BEEN Two WEEKS SINCE | HAVE HAD ONE. 
* Sur go Y99AH of SHE ScougUc TUG SIO OWT: SHT. ATAW: Yous 
| AM GLAD TO HEAR THAT YOU HAVE GOOD TIRES CN THE Car 
sogtaettaée 38: OF eNaae: 3He AS ITT3E: GHTO00:.-CT. CAH SHE. SAOM 
AND TWO EXTRAS. MAYBE THEY WILL LAST Spicets pie START. SES 
Z00T HOUC aH’ 7 vi c% Oty 1AS He sA 4c 3604 HEC 
ING THEM AGAIN AND TOO THEY CAN BE neohree a NECCESSARY.. 
aH YAR §04-GUA-THOIAIA OY HOOAG” JAGAWS VOY C4OF 
1T MIGHT BE THAT THEY WANT RESTRICT GAS THERE FOF tio 
“MH Sae OT. BaVO° CAW UI ~JSGH 2TH Wi SIOH tJAMe GAR A\\ 


NO SHORTAGE... ees ecnestie cerita ro rien 7 Cae ik Has. f 


5 THEY NEO THE “SPACE” FOR-OTWER H 
Tue OWT FO YAC AP VE Teo 36 ‘aateton 3H TAHT CUIA ¥| rc 
DID | TELL YOU THAT 1 HAD ANOTHER Teer EXTRAGT 


Pia VOR LTPOad RS AW OA Oh NOUS Odds rep Tl 
THE OTHER DAY. ANY WAY | BROKE .ONE OF THEM ee AND, THE 
T209- A VO OVISTIAW cAW A GOT Guan aM - Gs aH TAHW. el W3ad 


DA. SAID IT NEEDED PULLING SO OUT IT cia. sae 

TtViod 4 <esbATAC OMI Oe OT MOOR SHT-SVAR THACTO: CVA QAAD 

5.2 9NO BEWS SO WILL SEE YOU cone z He 4 ad 

/QAH 9 G1AC. SHeROF ADOAG: NORA OARS THSGAH UOCY-YHW WOU 
DUAR T at 

THOT TART - YA SO4 YAAOW F'vod: 0e ~eaMit: JaAs vse: Nor Vis TV AY 
LOVE BOB. pee 

on THOLATS Ga JW TPouva TI TUOBA SPH SW UO Maas AR 
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BVA UOY MOR4: oF: 377 ra.) GHT. ASVO HTASG OT CRIT 3AaW. YSAE 


aT TeAs BHT @38UTOIS 4WWde HOOT JAW CA t-.38A9. TAUA CHA 
RO svo ueyY cuae Gjv0e She TAHT ClAc aHe: CTA yoo aha A 
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WILL ADD A LITTLE TO THE LETTER AFTER GETTING ONE FeoM 
YOU =F. on 
ae SAY. [ Aut GETTING BETTER, omy “LETTER FROM ‘You 
YESTERDAY AND. ANOTHER ‘ONE TO DAY. ub ALSO GOT ONE ‘FROM Ay 
AUNT. DORA AND HILOA TO. AY AND. DON'T THINK : APPRECIATE, 
THEM FOR. I WASENT Im THE BEST OF MOOD. oe | 
FROM ALL ACCOUNTS IT MUST BE ‘PRETTY ¢ COLD. THERE. HILDA 
EXE SAID. ALL OF THEIR WATER PIPES WAS FROZEN AND IT. LOOKED 
AS THO IT MIGHT BE QUITE A WHILE BEFORE THER THRAW our. 1 
= THINK, A LITTLE £ COLD WEATHER. WOULD BE MICE—FOR—A—OH ANG 


+4 
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8 THINK You ‘ARE MISTAKEN “Aogut THE ADDRESS FOR WE 


“HAVE A TAG TO WEAR ‘AROUND OUR NECKS AND, THEY PUT YOUR. 


3 Aig 


"NAME ON SO 1S CASE ANYTHING HAPPEN THEY wouLo NOTIFLY ; 
you. | WILL SEE ABOUT IT TO MORROW AND. BHM CHANGE THE 
ADDRESS. FROM TYLERTOWN TO MAGNOLIA. 


~ 


You ASK ABOUT THE CAKE IN BETTYS PICTURE WELL “Rs. Sut TH 
“HAS A LITTLE ‘BOY AND. IT WAS MIS BIRTH DAY CAKE. MRS SMITH 
IS HER NEIGHBOR AND THE LITTLE BOY INSISTED THAT SHE HOLD 
IT. 1T SEEMS THAT IT MIGHT BE QUITE A WHILE BEFORE SHE GOES 
BACK AND SHE 1S TRYING TO GET A JOB IN TOWN FOR THE HAS. 
Pag: _ ARE TOO LONG. AND. Too 17S. INCONVENIENT. xo" ASK ABOUT BARBARA, 
WELL SHE 1S AS SWEET AS CAN BE AS A “FRIEND BUT=FOR-A. DATE 
SHE 18 NO GOOD, GET WHAT | MEAN , A ICEBURG OTHERWORDS. 
) SO GRACE WAS WONDERING WHY SHE HADENT GOT A XMAS CARD. 
AS FOR AS BROCK 1S CONCERN | THINK SHE HAD JUST AS WELL 
HANG UP.FOR HE ADMITTED HE LEARNED A DARN GOOD LESSON FROM 
HER AND HE HAS WISED UP A LOT AFTER THE WAY SHE DID HIM. 4 
WAS DARN GLAD OF IT TO FOR HE HAS A DIFFERENT OUTLOOK ON 
WOMEN NOW. HE LIKES THEM ALL NOW, HE WAS TAKEING A DIFFERENT 


ONE OUT EVERY NITE AND YOU KNOW HOW HE WAS AT HOME. 
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thoy 
IT SONNDS AS THO YOU HAVE A LARGE FAMILY ON THE FARM 
UOY MORAOAATT AY A G0 TP AaTTae Ov. IETaO TAI VAS 
THIS. YEAR AND I HOPE THEY TAKE pp etc tt IN wa FOR WITH OUT 
s 73 is TH fe} H2 té mo HAO ‘4 ‘eS. Aen yf 


vats Ori tA ) OAS TS AY 
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NO” ONE AROUND TO KEEP AFTER THEM it is A TEMPTATION TO 

SA TALOISISA® FAVE Tt BOG GVA YAC OT AGIIBE GUA ASOG: THVA 

LOAF A LOT. YOU REM ‘SAY HOW MANY. WAS. IN THE FAMILY. 

AG -Feso SSR at Ths cay kaos SRT 

AS. | sae BEFORE | ADVISE. gaia at PLANT AS BIG AS CROP 
ACEH CAS SHT UG 109. “CET IRR SB te) Fie MUOOOK JIAO F 4 

AS able si FOR IT a. BE PROFITABLE ee YEAR. | ALSO 
GaAOO I MaSORF GAGA CAST AVE AAS FOCD IA GLAS BSE oe | 

HOPE UNCLE GETS SOME. ACTION OUT OF THOSE GUYS ‘SO YOU CAN 
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oe BUG WAHT MAHT aAgiie 311WY A ATIUD: de THI Th OUT 2A 
MAKE PLANS FOR THE YEAR. : — 
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: WE TIAVE ~BLENTY” GOOD” MUSTO” OVER“THE-RADIO™ NOW BEFORE samen 
EBS ~CCIROCA ST" 1U CGE Teh An Yori: se ee Sg seep apps Sts “ 
Hira § WERE JAPANESE, PHILIPPINE. ‘AND 


“THE WAR MOST OF THE PROGRAI 
BUCY. TU% -YaRT Our SO NO GYUCRA aRaW oT. DATA SVAY 
ECT. WE ALSO HAVE A THEATRE ON THE POST NOW SO. WE “CAN SEE™ 
CTT FO CIJUOR YSHT ase AH LAT VMAS 32 AO ck 8c) MO. 3M AM. 
A PICTURE. OCCASIONALLY . : . Die | 3 
SHY 3OVRHD KAS GAK-OR:O WeOr TI Ty IGE Soa Cle ls Or 
“GLAD YOU PAID THE INSURANCE. WE HAD SENT THE MONEY 
AL JOUOAM. OT VIOTAS IVT: MOR eeaAGCA 
FOR. 1 a PAY IT BUT YOU BEAT<US: TO 47. 1 DON'T: THINK 
= ae eal Js AUTOS CYTTS UE SHAOcINT TUCKA eA VOY 
RPS. IT s A ‘CHANGE OF GETTING. ANY MORE INSURANCE FOR THE GOV. 
HEEMS SHAD YAC- HTFIG C1. CAY TI MA NOR STIPE. & oAn 
| INSURANCE. 1s tees OF THE QUESTION. FOR | TRIED THAT A FEW 
4 CJOR 3 “TAHT Gate tet u 08 aATTES | Al aT CH ADGHS IY ABA CTS 
MONTHS. “AGB. si etere 2S ae 
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Early 1942 
The first pages of this letter are missing 


...to the office also. Mrs. Emerson, Kenneth Anderson, Don Emerson and I ate lat. cakes 
for breakfast at ten o’clock. We call it lunch also. The Griggs made us accept an 
invitation to their place that afternoon — no time was stated. At one O’clock the two 
Kenneth, Dickie and I drove over the Pali to Kelua to visit the Parker family. They were 
on their vacation; rented a beach house. A lonely place. We went to stay only a minute 
but we took bathing suits. The rum cakes were good and the swim was what we needed. 
I met the Parker family at the first dinner with the Emerson’s. We left Kilua at five 
o'clock. 


The Cady’s were at the Griggs when we got there. The old gang together again. 
The Spanish dinner was served at seven o'clock. It was strictly Spanish. It was nearing 
blackout time. The Cady’s were five miles from home. We persuaded them to stay all 
night. If they hadn’t I would have went with them. 


After all of the dishes were clean I went over to brush my teeth. A few minutes 
later everyone was at Emersons. They were on the way to Gordons. I joined them. We 
were served lemonade before we left. — The day was not as I planned. Mr. & Mrs. Cady 
stayed with Griggs. Kathryn and I stayed with Emerson. 


Monday morning time I planned to visit Wall’s. I didn’t have breakfast until nine 
o'clock. Mrs. Emerson had washing to do. I didn’t think she was in the mood so I asked 
her to go to ten o’clock show. She accepted. The show didn’t start until eleven. We rode 
for 45 minutes to take up time. The show “The man Who Came to Dinner” was very 
good. I liked it better than the play. On our way home there came a down pore. We 
stopped to see Mrs. Emerson’s sister and Mother for a few minutes; we then rode up as 
far as we could in Manoa Valley to see the falls. We went home and had soup, toast, and 
milk for 3:00 o’clock lunch. I promised Kathryn I would see her again before my pass 
was up. She had something for me. I was waiting for them when they arrived at 4:30. I 
really didn’t have but a few minutes to stay bust she said dinner would be ready soon; it 
was too. A good pot roast potatoes, boiled onions, ect. Ice cream & cake for desert. Who 
do you suppose walked in when I was eating my desert? No one but Barbara. It was 
possible for me to be on a spot at that time but I wasn’t. Mrs. Wall was waiting in car. I 
went out to see her. To her was on a few minutes leave and I was going to get a pass 
soon and get down to see them. Everything turned out okay. I finished my meal; left for 
APO951 with a can of cookies and half a cake; it was 6:15 then. I was guarding an 
airplane at seven. I knew I would be on guard that’s why I had to eat and run. I was on 
guard eight hrs. I slept four. 


Be my sweet mother always. I love you daily. I have four mothers here to take 
one of yours. 


Love, Brock 


langars were being hit, and 


a plane heading straight for him with machine guns pop- 
ping at everything in sight,.and one aimed at him, he 
made a dive into a house and lay on the floor. Many of 
the boys were not so lucky. Brock ran Sor his post of 
duty. When he told me that he ran toward the hangars, 
L.said,. "What did you run in that direction for = That 


fas g right into the path of danger?" He said, 
HThat is where my post of duty was. ..It was ty duty tO 
help get those planes into the air." You should be proud 
Or your boys me ei 

I found out afterwards that the enemy a hed 
swooped down low over Ewa and ‘one had machine gunned my 


son's residence. sending a machine bullet vacua the 
ceiling of his dining ren. It took a slanting course 


right past where my son head would have been had he 
been at breakfast and fabled itself in the opposite wall, 
from where he*has pried it for a souvenir. - Then he took 
his wife, two little babies, the maid end his dog down 
to his hospital. Then they machine gunned the hospital 
and sent bullets through it They tried to shoot the 
nurses every time. .they.tried to.go between the hospital 


and the nurse's cottage. As soon as he could get them 


past Peserl Harbor he sent them’ in to me where they. staid 
for’ a week until we felt assured that they were not going 
+0. Call upon us again. 

A few deys leter Bob end Brock both came in-2 DOL TDW! 
ed car. It belonged to a comrade who was killed. We had 
—— form-allcof us. go: ‘down to: Ewa to. my son's for Lhnist~ 
mes dinner, but all our fine flens were Sp OLlea my son 
eeeaan the ae hou 


I r to e@ noon day one to conform with 
blackout hours, but the boys were unable to get.off. At 
ast the army and navy were on the alert--a very 
lL alert. We had been unable to: buy a real Christmas 
tree’ as the.very few. that came were’ sent directly to the 
nd navy. It was the-first time: in Barbara's Lite 
she hed noné of the fragrance of the Christmes tree. 
a Sana Se hed made a very lovely tree as an extra,one 
wes made of erepe tissue and was frosted 
Christmas snow. I dug that out and used 
it. Pear wid see it in some of the eee We kept 
it up long past Christmas in order that we mi ni at heve a 
a 
Vy 


little of the Christmes spirit when se boys could come 
in, and. finally Bob-came..~Leter both 1 boys come and-I 
took some pictures. That day we-had men in digging on 


© cane 


December 


; rove down Fort Street over tnd over 
fi 
mete ye delight of the elaborate strings 
of Christmas lights strung overhead, and then they went 
to ae novie S, any after a snuackeafterward, they. came 
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on double alert. and I understand. that 
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2-13-42 


Dear Mother, 


Yesterday must have been shorter than any day of the week. I went on pass; it 
seemed like the time flew instead of cruising by. I used a friend’s car — 1936 Packard 
with rumble seat and no top. Chester Grahouk went with me. 


I went to see Mrs. Cady first. She informed me that Bob and Betty were coming 
for lunch. That’s the second time Bob and I got passes the same day. 


I wanted to see Barbara so I went to see her that morning. Bob came while I was 
there. I got Barbara to have lunch with us at Mrs.. Cady’s. She didn’t like the idea of 
dropping in on her without an invitation of course we make it all right with both parties. 


It was 3:30 before I knew it my pass was until six. But I had to see Serena before 
returning to the field. I found their house in the district and in a good location. Serena 
wasn't at home as usual. I wat until she came. I was with her for thirty minutes. She 
wants me to see her often. 


Mrs. Cady gave Bob and I a box of candy a piece. She has candy for us each time 
we visit her. I would like to call on her each day. That is not probable though. She 
heard from Marjorie last week; she won’t be able to come home this summer. She 
received my letter and is going to answer it soon. I would like to see her badly. 


I got a letter from Barbara and one from Mrs.. Cady today. They are sweet about 
writing. I must write both of seem soon. 


I decided not to buy the old car. If I can’t borrow a car I will GI transportation. A 
car means a lot to one’s life but not so much that I can’t do without one. 


Oh yes! I was about to forget. Your two sons are now corporals. Just a year ago I 
was acting corporal. They tell me that this is the real thing. Bob told me about his 
rating yesterday morning. I found out that I was rated last night. 


Please excuse the writing I can’t seem to be able to write for today. I will do 
better next time. Bob mailed your letters to me yesterday. I should get them tomorrow. 


Love, Brock 
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3-10-42 
Dearest Ones, 


Today is pay day but I won’t get paid until tomorrow. My squadron will bring our 
pay from Bellows. 


If you sent the pictures by air mail they should be here in a few days. I can hardly 
wait to see them. Bob has the picture you gave us for our birthday in his room. It’s a 
nice looking picture. The ones you are sending will give us a good collection. 


Say, I didn’t know Major was 27. Time passes fast doesn’t it. I you will send me 
the date of his birthday I will remember him on that day next year. 


I would pick a misty, windy day for a pass; but the day was enjoyed. I was at 
Barbara’s until 3:30. We sat by the fireplace and ate popcorn! It took me thirty minutes 
to get the fire started. A fire is a thing of the past I suppose. 


I saw Mrs.. Cady and Kathy for a few minutes. I drove Serena to one of her 
friends for dinner 


I had dinner with the Emerson’s. I couldn’t stay long for I had to be back here at 
6:30. 


Everyone is working these days. One hasn’t much time for pleasure. 


I used our car. We got a real buy this time. It will be ours after tomorrow. 


I will see you again soon, 
Love 
Talmage B Thornhill Brock 


Faget Ao, 
“WES OPAMERTOA fal 


Cpl. James R. Thornhill (7002192) 
Hq Sq, llth Gp (H) 
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c/o Postmaster ; Aevineaoaf: Bata ‘ ed € 
San Francisco, : ere 3 


VICE MAIL VAI CLIPP! 


VIA AIR MAIL — 


Thornhill 
#205 
Magnolia, 


Dear Mother & B. a. 
Tt feel much. etter to day, I gota letter from Ava, you and Aunt Babe. 
The- first ones in over three weeks. They were mailed in march, but still 


good.’ 1. know I have several more on the way so will probably get. them .in 


good. 
8 1 


4 4 } ry ty +c at +} a OF _] 
few-days. Brock got from syou-the other day with pictures of the-negros 
ae) 
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3 a NOt anu, & 471 . satt 4 AY od $4 
Sue Caral and. are they good. You shouldent have any trouble getting work 
s 


> 


done with all those around. That Marjie really writes a swell letter dosent 
she? I will find out when her birthday is and let you know fpp- know. she 
would enjoy a bok: from oul 5 hadent got. Ava's: box yet but<will: before tong, 
I-am still 6ating. on the.eandy you sent and it seemsto get. better every 

day. 

Brock went back to His Squadron to day. I took him over this afternoon 
and: went-to the show on the way back. He will write you about, it and also 
gfive-you his address. 

Ava’ said Major had finished school and I know she is proud as well 


as he. It must have lasted about four months. Too bad Sué had to be sick 


on Easter day for-I know she had more easter than she knew. what to do with, 


That picture of her is darling and B. J. is almost unbelievable, I proably 
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will be glad when court is over and setteled. I can't get over uncle 


Walter saying what he did, but knowing him as I do wouldent expest anything 


more. I would like.to know where he is, but susposé if he cared he would 
let “us know. Brock got a letter from Betty Marie the other day and she sent 
a picture of She, Junior, And John. I can't help but feel sorry for those 
kids for they are all as cute as pan be but TI can't see any future for them 
what so ever. I wonder what they will do when they quit getting the bonus, 


Aunt Babe sent the pro6f of grandmothers pictures but they are fadeing. 


No‘news so will see you later. Remember I love you more atid more every day. 
Love Bob | 
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April 18, 1942 


Dearest Ones, 


I am back with my squadron once more. The time spent away was an experience 
that I will never forget. My work was interesting. The people I met were somewhat 
different than the ones I knew here. My passes came frequent. I have been told that my 
passes will be cut in half. I left the car with Bob. He gets two passes a week. He will 
need the car. I will use G.I. transportation to Bob’s quarters and get the car there. 


I got here yesterday at 12:30. A truck left here to go to a USO dance at 12:55. I 
went to that truck. The girls were from Roosevelt High School. Some of them were nice 
looking and good dancers. I had a good time even though the dance lasted only a couple 
of hours. 

My last pass was some time ago. I had to see Dorothy so that was my first stop. I 
got to see her for a few minutes before she went on duty. I want to date her because she 
is a beautiful girl. I know she has several men wanting to date her but that doesn’t 
bother me. I am going to try for a date every time I go on pass. 


I met Serena at 4:30. She is getting prettier every day. I rode a while then went 
home. I stayed for some time. She played several popular records that set up a pleasant 
atmosphere. 


Bob called me at 97368 and told me that he wanted the car. I drove out and gave 
it to him. I left Mr. Emerson’s feeling fine. 


The pictures of the negro family do okay. Have you one of the house and place. 
Don’t forget that I will love you always, 


Brock 
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So ae Be ee 


Sunday night 
July, 1942* 


My Dearest Boys, 


Today has been lovely. We’ve been burning up for two weeks but there’s been a 
grand breeze all day and I’ve enjoyed it to the utmost. Last night was pleasant too and I 
stayed in bed till nine this morning. After dinner I took a nap then put a chair in the 
yard and enjoyed the breeze and watching the people going by. 


Don’t believe I wrote you about someone fooling with my car one night last week. 
The lady across the street called me about one o’clock and told me that someone was 
doing something to my car. B.J. heard me talking and jumped up and turned on the 
light. The neighbors also turned her’s on. Naturally, whoever it was left when the lights 
were turned on. I think he was trying to break the lock on the car. I’m parking at my 
window now. 


Betty J birthday swimming party was a great success. There were 16 girls and 
boys. Ava, Vickie, the Calines, Hobson, Hazel and their boys and Dr. Jackson and Hazel 
brought both their cars but Enoch boy came in a big station wagon so Hazel didn’t use 
her car. When we got home she had a flat so it was good that we didn’t. Had two 
freezers of peach ice cream, the cakes and Coca Colas. By the way, Mrs. Pope baked the 
cake and gave it to B.J. It was lovely too. 


It seems that Mama’s birthday dinner will be Sun. before you get here. We had 
planned to have it Sun after you came but she was worrying so much about it that Dora 
and Tal decided it would be better to go on and have it and then we could go back down 
one Sun. while you are here. Hobson wants to plan a couple days and nights fishing and 
picnicking so I’m sure you will approve. Anyhow as your birthday will be Sat. after you 
come so you know that means going to a place to swim with plenty to eat tucked in the 
car. Dora said that mamma didn’t think we were going to have her dinner at Brothers 
and just kept putting her off to fool her. I’m afraid it will be too much for her but you 
have never seen anybody want anything so bad. Lena is in Chicago and will be till Sat. 
so Tal wants me to go for mamma Thursday and let her rest here till Sat then take her to 
brothers Sat. afternoon. I dread it for I’m afraid she’s not strong enough and this hot 
weather won't help much. 


How did the rest of my pictures come out? Major wants a set of the ones we 
made this weekend he was there so if you didn’t have some made for him bring the 
negatives so can have some made for him. 


Oh, I forgot to tell you about Ava losing her glasses at B.J. party. After coming 
out of the river she missed them and couldn’t decide if she left them at home or not. We 
borrowed a knife from Mr. Ainsworth to cut the cake since I forgot to take one. Guess 
you think this doesn’t make a connection but it did tonight. Mrs. Ainsworth called and 
said she felt sure that the glasses are there. Said Mr. Ainsworth had tried to use them 
two or three times today and had decided he needed to have his lenses changed because 


he couldn’t see through them. Tonight he discovered they were not his so called Ava. 
Said she remembered wiping them off while in the house so I guess when Mrs. A. 
handed her the knife she put the glasses down and took the knife. I told her I knew she 
was a little off but not that bad. Certainly hope they are hers for I don’t need to buy a 
new pair. Mr. Ainsworth knew that you are coming on 5'*. Said he had got the word to 
be ready for you. Did you write him or what? Sure would like for him to help me a little 
right now for I’m low. Low on gas stamps. 


I’m still sewing but one day right soon I’m going to roll the machine in the corner 
and forget it a while. Am getting everybody fixed but myself and I can make out with 
what I have. 


Bought 15 fryers Sat. for $1.00 each. Sure does hurt to buy chicken especially at 
that price. Bet I’ll raise my own after this. We dressed and put them in the locker so 
they are ready and waiting for you. Want to try and get a few more. Ava asked Sid to get 
us a ham and he said he would. Write my dears. I'll write you in night or two. 
Remember I love you, 


Mother 


*Betty Jean’s birthday, on June 22, had just happened, so this letter must have been 
written in July 
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August 5, 1942 
Dearest Mother, 


Your letter of July 24 came yesterday. I am glad the letter and gift reached you 
on your birthday. Bob’s letter came to me also. I will send both to him today. 


Major Grey used to be my squadron commander but he isn’t now. There is 
nothing he can do for me. Remember dear that I am a grown man; I can take care of 
myself so stop your worrying. I need your love and prayers but not the worries. 


I am sorry about Jim’s illness. Maybe he will be able to continue his studies in a 
few years. Could it be that he studied too hard? 


Bob is home again. I will send you a wire if I can get to town soon. I know you 
want to hear from him. As I have said before there is no need to worry; it doesn’t get 
you anywhere and it does a world of harm. Bob and I want you to wear a smile all the 
time. We cant’s see you to help but we want to give you anything that money can buy. 
Let us know of your troubles and we will do what we can. 


The A.M. rating you wanted me to get is out. There are no ratings of that kind 
anymore. There is no need to talk about what I haven’t got or what I should get. There 
are ratings given out often. If two men in this squadron want me to have one I will get 
it. If I make another one so much for it, if I don’t I will not say a word about it. I know 
how men get their ratings that’s why I don’t raise sand when a recruit makes Sergeant 
before I do. 


I mailed the pictures yesterday. Straight mail; you should get them in September. 
I hope they don’t get lost for they are what you want. 


That good guard duty is calling so I will answer; I will be with you again soon. 
Keep your chin up and don’t forget we love you. 


To the dearest Mother in the world, 


Love, 
Brock 
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2667 Tantalus Drive 
Honolulu, 
August 9, 1942 


Dear Mrs. Thornhill, 


I feel that I must write and tell you of such a happy time that we had with Brock 
last week. Barbara had just driven away to go to one of her Flying Squadron dances 
when I heard a car drive in, and when I went out there was Brock. I was feeling 
distressed that he had not come five minutes earlier as Barbara was to stay to dinner, 
but just then I heard another car drive in and it was Barbara. She had passed him and 
recognized his car. She would have been disappointed to miss any of his visits as he can 
get in so seldom. He could stay all night, but had to leave early in the morning. We gave 
him an early breakfast so he could make the three quarter of an hour trip back to 
Bellow’s Field and be there in time for work line up. 


We had dinner and we talked until midnight. He had brought over your picture 
and the pictures of the rest of the family. He is justly proud of his family. 


Of course, we kept going back to Bob. He had hoped to hear from him before 
this, but he is probably some place where he is out of reach of the cable or radio. Brock 
misses him greatly, and I am glad he hjas Mrs. Cady and our home to come to when he 
comes to town. He always spent so much time with Bob when he came to town. 


A few nights before Brock came to see up we stopped at Mrs. Cady’s as we were 
returning from dining out. Barbara ran in to leave some night blooming cerus buds, and 
who should be there but Brock! He was having dinner with them and then had to hurry 
back to get in before black out. He told us then that he was going to try for an all-night 
pass soon. 


I have told him to try for a three day pass and we will have a swim and a picnic 
dinner at the Outrigger Club at Waikiki. I hope he makes it. 


I just thought yu would enjoy this little chat about one day in Brock’s life. Every 
third night he has to stand 12 hour guard duty beginning at 7PM. We counted up that 
he would be on guard tonight (Sunday) and we told him we would be thinking about 
him. 


With best wishes and aloha, 
Edith Wall 
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September 8, 1942 
Hello Darling, 


I went to Hickam a few days ago to sign papers for the allotment. I have to have 
affidavits from two friends that are not relatives that you are a dependent of your 
[damage]. This should be sent to me in return [damage]. I think the allotment will start 
soon. [damage] it does you will get a big sum for [damage] started first of last month. I 
hope [damage] this will help you out of debt and worry [damage] this help from the 
government Bob and I will be able to save for the future. 


Has my insurance papers reached there? I don’t know what to say about them. 
There is no need to worry though for the [damage] will not file out. 


The Emerson’s (twice) Griggs, Browns, and ? (I’ve forgotten) met at Cady’s for a 
hamburger dinner one day last week. It just happened that I was driving by that day. 
We had a swell [damage]. Mrs. Cady made me a box of fudge. She made a box for Bob 
also. When I left she gave me the cake that was left. Boy it was good. I ate it last night 
while on duty; I worked until 3:30 this morning. 


I was wrong about Bob. He is [damage]. I will send you his letter just in case. 


Mrs. Cady has sent a package of [damage] and papers. She will send more 
[damage] sent him stamps. I will keep her [damage] anything she needs. The 
conditions [damage] be the same big for where the service [damage] the county 
[damage] begins to live. The [damage] plenty of water soon. 


I have been working day and night for the past four days. I feel it too. My hands 
are scratched and cut to where they are sore. I am going on pass tonight so as too rest 
up. I think the time will be spent on the beach with the Wall’s. I have a standing 
invitation (So I have the same at other places here). 


Keep happy mom dear Bob and I will be home soon. 
Love 
Brock 
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9-21-42 
Hello Mother Darling, 


I saw a beautiful sunset last night and a beautiful sunrise this morning. I hada 
glass of grapefruit juice for breakfast. I think I will partake of a sandwich in a few 
minutes. I was ready to leave this morning when the man said all aboard. 


The air is crisp this morning. Just like winter. I expected it to be about 90° here. 
Of course, the altitude has something to do with the temperature. I am only seven 
thousand above sea level. This is what [damage] life. No work to do. Sit or lie on my 
bunk and ride, ride, ride for hours. I write most of the time-one letter to the states and 
one to Paradise Island. Two letters will have to please the public until I get where I can 
write more. Tell me one thing more tiresome than writing while lying on your stomach 
propped on one elbow. 


I will leave you for a few minutes. I think I can get a little shut eye if I try real 
hard. You don’t mind, do you. This isn’t as bad as one may think. Now that I have 
rested, eaten, shaved, showered and a number of other things I am ready to finish your 
letter. The above sentence gives a limited discussion of what I have done since I wrote 
the first page. 


This is not my home I am just passing through. I may be here a day and I may be 
here a month it’s not up to me to say. I have turned myself over the officials. Whatever 
they say is alright with me. 


The next package you send let it be a case of fudge; if it’s for the boys make a ton. 
I told Mrs. Cady that she made the best in the South. Never mind about the candy. It 
would spoil before it gets to me. I can get candy from the P.X. 


I will say good afternoon now. I will be thinking of you. I could sure go for one of 
you fried chickens. I will be with you again soon. Give my love to all 


AS wer 


Brock 
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Nov. 22, 1942 
Dearest Mother and B.J. 


It’s a beautiful moon last night. All is right. I returned from the show a few 
minutes ago. You have heard of the drive in theatre; well, this is an open air, everyone 
carries their own seat, if he wants to sit. The show, “Broadway” stared George Brent 
George Raft. It was the first show this week. It was enjoyed by all. 


The letter from Mrs. Wall was similar to all of her letters. You have probably 
heard from her lately telling you the same that she told Bob and I. I think she is trying 
to hook me. I have all the reasons in the world for my belief too. With the letter she 
sent five pictures; four of them were of Barbara. Barbara is a nice bid but she is wasting 
time if she is waiting for me. 


I haven’t had any mail in so long that I hardly know how to write. There should 
be some way to get mail here. We have ships coming and going all the time but none of 
them bring mail. 


We get a news bulletin every day. From all accounts the US and he friends are 
putting up a good fight. The flying fortresses are playing their part. I suppose that’s 
about the best plane in the war. If the ball continues to roll the war should be over by 
next September. I won’t put any money on it but I am all for such. 


Be my same sweet mother and sister. Keep your chins up and don’t worry about 
us. We have a fair setup here with nothing to worry about. My prayers is for your 


happiness, , 
Brock 
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Wanda the girl I go with at the present and was it good. Everything imaginable. Her 
mother can really cook. We ate like hogs and then lay around the house being lazy until 
about 12 o’clock. I can hardly wat for that Xmas dinner & home I have a better appetite 
than I had last time I was home. I hadn’t figured it out yet! I have a good appetite all 
the time now and nothing worthwhile to eat. Brock has had a cold the past week but 
seems to be doing much better now. 


Things look pretty good and think we will be moving about the 3™ or 44. I will 
drive the car down at my own expense. We are supposed to get three cents a mile but 
they won’t give it to us. I won’t have too much time to drive there either but will make it 
OK. I don’t think we will have any crews so maybe the furlough will come through OK. I 
will have a chance at the Master Sgt. too before long. I am just waiting it out. 


Hope Major made it home OK but wish he could have made it same time as we. 
Have you heard any more Herbert and his leave. Hope he gets it with us. 


Yes Betty Jean I will take you hunting with me, under one condition, you promise 
not to kill more birds than me. OK. I hope they have plenty of them this year. Speaking 
of ducks Uncle Hobson should be here. I have never seen so many. They are thick as 
fleas. The boys go out for a couple of hours and get 15 & 20. I don’t care much for duck 
hunting myself. 


I am going in today and make out the allotment for you. I think I will make one 
for B.J. & let Brock make one for you. Think that would be better. 


I am getting everything picked up & ready to go. I think Ray will probably leave 
tomorrow with the ordinance man. 


No news so will see you lots, 
Love 
Bob and Brock 


